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@ Christ cannot win the world by means of a divided church. And, the 
Church of Christ cannot be united unless it forgets itself and devotes itself 
to winning the world to Jesus Christ. 


@ If our two churches are to reunite, it will be because the great majority 
of all our national leaders, together with the great majority of pastors and 
lay leaders inour churches . . . cometoanewrealization that unity 
and mission are interdependent. 


@ Summed up in a single sentence [the argument of opponents in the 
U. S. Church] is that the U. S. Church should not lose itself in the colossus 
of the North which is bureaucratic and apostate. . . . If it is to be 
answered, it must be answered by others in the U. S. Church who know us 
better and believe that both our churches have their strength and weak- 
nesses, that both fully deserve the name of Christian and Presbyterian. 


@ Why should we devote ourselves to achieving this union? . . . Size 
and bigness are not a Christian measure. . . . The organizational 
problems, even on the ecclesiastical side, not to mention the boards and 
agencies, look like a ten-year nighmare. 


@ There is but one sufficient reason for uniting our churches—that to- 
gether we may fulfill the mission laid upon us by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
If we continue to think of our churches as religious clubs, more or less 
congenial to each other, we will not achieve union, and I don’t suppose it 
will make much difference to God whether we do or not. 


@ If once more we catch the vision of a missionary church, facing seriously 
in our generation the world-wide task of evangelism . . . then wewill 
know that to fulfill that kind of witness we can no longer be content to be 
divided, futile and frustrate. 


@ If we do not reunite . . . the reason will be the assertion in both 
our churches of pride and arrogant intention to go on as we have been, 
whatever God’s will may be. And that is the way to doom. 


Excerpts from 


To Mission and to Unity 


By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE .. . page 4 











Letters to the Editors 





A Letter to the “Continuing” Church 





From an Outsider Looking In 


BRETHREN IN THE LORD, 

As an outsider looking in, I was inter- 
ested in the recent news item (OUT- 
LOOK, Sept. 1) regarding your plans to 
spread the good news of “Continuation.” 
Some of our Methodist brethren had simi- 
lar ideas a few years ago; however, that 
did not prevent the rest of us from unit- 
ing hearts, heads and hands in the com- 
mon task of Seriptural holi- 
ness through the land.” Still, those who 
tried to prevent, or rather 
share in, this glorious union, seem to be 
happy in their choice; and apparently are 


“spreading 


refused to 


still confident that they alone are the sole 
custodians of the true faith! 
However, this is not written to chide. 


Your action drove me to the New Testa- 
ment, where I learned a great deal about 
“Continuing.” To my 
single Scriptural 
“continuing” a church or 


this business of 
surprise, there is not a 
statement about 
a denomination. Estimable as those goals 
regarded 
issues by the early church. 
had a lot to say 
other directions, to- 


may seem today, they were not 
as primary 
HlHowever, the apostles 
continuing in 
ward other goals. 
They exhorted their disciples to “eon- 
tinue in prayer’ (Col. 4:2; Romans 12:12), 
and to “continue in the faith” (Col. 1:23), 


about 


and “doctrine” (I Tim. 4:16). Jesus said 
to his followers, “If you continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed” 


(John 8:31), and he urged them to “con- 
tinue ye in my love” (John 15:9). Of 
Jesus himself, Luke writes, “And it came 
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to pass that he went out into a 
mountain to pray and continued all night 
in prayer” (Luke 6:12). The writer to the 


Hebrews urges, “Let brotherly love con- 
tinue” (Hebrews 13:1). And John lays 
down the conditions whereby we may 


“continue in the Son” (I John 2:24). 

Prior to Pentecost, as the group met in 
the Upper Room, “these all continued 
with one accord in prayer and supplica- 
tion, with the women” (Acts 1:14); and 
following Pentecost “they, continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple and 
breaking bread from house to house, did 
eat their meat with gladness and single- 
ness of heart” (Acts 2:46). While the new 
‘onverts “eontinued steadfastly in the 
doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread and prayers” (Acts 
2:42). 

So if it is your desire to “continue” that 
inother Pentecost might result, or be- 
cause of a Pentecost already come to pass, 
then God be with you; if you “continue” 
to pray, to show brotherly love, to break 
bread with your brethren in Christ with 
gladness of heart,” then God be with you. 

But if you “continue” in order that you 
may not continue with Christ’s other dis- 


apostles’ 


ciples, then how ean you claim to be of 
him? 

ERNEST K. EMURIAN. 
Elm Ave. Methodist Church, 


Portsmouth, Va. 


RELIGION OF THE CANDIDATES 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

During the current quarter's study of 
the International Sunday School lessons 
I have leaned, as usual, very heavily on 
Dr. E. T. Thompson’s study helps (see 
page 13—Eds). Im teaching the Ladies’ 
Bible Class, I have attempted to stress 
many times, as he does, the application 
to our present political situation, espe- 
cially praying God’s guidance in our com- 
ing election. 

Now I am in a real dilemma! . Ac- 
cording to all accounts, neither of the 
candidates belongs to a Christian church. 
What, therefore, should be our position? 
In addition, there is the matter of our 
American heritage with many of our most 
honored leaders who were not church- 
men. . ; 

Please, if at all feasible, carry this 
problem to your paper and help us find 
the answer. How ean we know for whom 
to vote? How ean we pray God’s guid- 
ance in electing the “man of his choice’? 
Are we to “judge’’ whether they be Chris- 
tians? Are they Christians? 

These are some of the questions mem- 
bers of the class and many others are 
asking. I do not know how to answer 
them. Can you—will you—help us? 

With sincere appreciation for your very 
frank and open approach to many prob- 
lems facing the church today as we seek 
to know His will and do as our Lord 
would have us to do. a” 

MARJORIE G. (Mrs. 'J. Cecil) 
LAWRENCE. 

Charlotte, N. C. 

@EDITORIAL, page 8. 





By ROY L. 


There is that scattereth 


HE MANAGEMENT of money 

is one of life’s most contradic- 

tory problems. We spend in 
order to make a profit, and the goods 
we save are corrupted by moth and 
rust. 


True benevolence is one of the 
finest of the fine arts. To give with- 
out impoverishing the recipient, and 
to save without becoming impover- 
ished of soul ourselves, represents 
one of the most delicate procedures. 

The wise old Hebrew philosopher 


had watched his neighbors with an 
observing eye. He had seen one 
man —— one-handed, generous, and 


charitable—grow great of heart and 
merry of spirit as he had shared his 
goods with his less fortunate breth- 
ren. And he had seen another— 
hard, parsimonious, and _ selfish— 
grow smaller year by year, with life 
becoming increasingly stern. 


There was the little old lady who 
lived in a wheel chair, and eked out 





*Preacher, author, lecturer. 





No. 1 ma series on the new RSV translations 


Poverty and Plenty 


One man gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what 
he should give, and only suffers want.—Proverbs 11:24, RSV. 
and yet 
holdeth more than is meet but it tendeth to poverty.—KJV. 


SMITH* 


increaseth; and there is that with- 


a precarious existence, paying her 
bills with the meager sum she re- 
ceived in the form of an old-age pen- 
sion, supplemented by a tiny income 
on the side earned through the sale 


of little pieces of handiwork. But 
she tithed faithfully! 
That was what saved her. “If it 


had not been for my tithe,”’ she said, 
“T might have lived all of my days 
inside this bare little room, with 
never an outlook. But as it is, I live 
around the world. I have sent my 
dollars to the missionaries in a dozen 
countries, and I have followed every 
dollar with a hundred prayers. Be- 
cause I pray for the people over 
there, I read everything I get hold 
of about them. That helps me know 
what kind of people they are.”’ 

Year by year she grows richer, 
and finer. They said she should not 
give, ‘“‘because she was so poor.” 
“Surely they would not deny me the 
right to pray. Then why deny me 
the right to give?”’ 

And the old Hebrew Proverbialist 
would have agreed with her. 
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Roman Catholic Spain Bars 
Protestant Missionary Effort 


Madrid, Spain (RNS)——The Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs told an American 
Baptist evangelist here that the Spanish 
government cannot authorize Protest- 
ants to proselytize in this overwhelm- 
ingly Roman Catholic country. 

Paul E. Freed, a Greensboro, N. C., 
minister, was warned that a majority 
of Spaniards regard “Protestant propa- 
ganda” with ‘“‘the greatest distaste.” 
They feel, the Ministry said, that it is an 
attempt at ‘“‘foreign penetration in na- 
tional life.” 

In its statement the Ministry pointed 
out, however, that the tiny Protestant 
minority in Spain was assured of liberty 
of worship by Article 6 of the 1945 
Spanish constitutional charter. 

Mr. Freed, who came here to investi- 
gate the position of Protestants, had 
asked the government for an authorita- 
tive statement of its attitude toward 
Spanish Protestantism. 


“Unoflicial’’ Representative 


The evangelist told the government 
that he represented unofficially the at- 
titude of major American denomina- 
tions, as well as church organizations 
like the World Council of Churches and 
the National Association of Evangelicals. 
A number of United States Senators and 
Representatives had asked him to re- 
port on the status of Protestantism in 
Spain, he added. 

In replying, 
said: 


the Foreign Ministry 


‘“‘Neither the Bill of Rights, basic con- 
stitutional charter of the Spanish peo- 
ple, nor our concordat with the Holy See 
gives the government power to authorize 
Protestant proselytism, meaning by this 
the captivating of new proselytes. The 
government can go no further than what 
is authorized by the legal text. 

“The majority of Spaniards believe 
that Protestant propaganda in Spain is 
an attempt of foreign penetration in na- 
tional life, directed with political aims 
at the destruction of the religious unity 
that substantially exists in Spain and 
that is recognized by all Spaniards.” 

The Ministry said Spanish Protest- 
ants, which number only about 25,000 
out of 28 million Spaniards, could use 
legal channels to appeal to the govern- 
ment if they felt their rights were not 
being recognized. 

“Thus,” said the statement, “it is 
clear that they have no need for the 
backing and the support of foreign re- 
ligious and political organizations.”’ 


Mr. Freed described the memorandum 
as “not very accommodating,” but 
added that he was encouraged by the 
government’s admission that it at- 
tracted “great importance’ to the 
matter. 

The Ministry’s statement was general 
and did not answer six specific questions 
asked by Mr. Freed. One of the ques- 
tions sought to learn whether the gov- 
ernment would allow the use of im- 
ported Protestant devotional literature 
which Mr. Freed sent to the Ministry. 

Despite the government’s assurance of 
freedom of worship. Mr. Freed said, 
the position of Protestants has not im- 
proved. Thirty-one chapels closed ear- 
lier by the government have not been 
reopened, he said, and another Protest- 
ant chapel in Elda was closed several 
weeks ago. The government also re- 
fused to allow the National Convention 
of Spanish Baptists to hold its sche- 
duled meeting in Alicante the previous 
week, he added. 


C. A. Group to 


Alexandria, Va. (RNS)—Formation 
of a committee of clergy to promote the 
candidacy of Governcr Adlai E. Steven- 
son, Democratic Presidential nominee, 
was voted here by the second annual 
conference of Christian Action. 

The conference, attended by some 
100 pastors, theologians, denomina- 
tional executives and laymen, decided 
to set in motion a committee made up 
of Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Jewish clergymen. Plans are for the 
committee to issue a statement endors- 
ing Gov. Stevenson and urging church 
members to work vigorously in his be- 
half. 

Christian Action, formed last year, is 
a national group which seeks to apply 
Christian principles to social, economic 
and political affairs. It has no official 
church connections but its members are 
churchmen in good standing. 

John Turnbull of New York, execu- 
tive secretary, reported that member- 
ship had trebled in the past year and 
that local chapters had been formed in 
a half-dozen key centers. 

In his annual report, Mr. Turnbull 
said the new organization did not seek 
to supplant existing church bodies but 
was interested in helping to mobilize 








PROBLEM IN ITALY | 





Torre Pellice, Italy (RNS)—A resolu- 
tion criticizing the Italian government 
tor allegedly acting contrary to consti- 
tutional provisions respecting religious 
liberty was adopted by the Synod of the 
Waldensian Church at a meeting here. 
It said: 


“The synod takes note of the un- 
changed attitude of the State concern- 
ing the observance and protection of the 
rights of religious minorities in Italy. 
It denounces the open contrast between 
this attitude—particularly in the actions 
of the government and the interventions 
of the police—and the principles sol- 
emnly established by the Constitution.” 


The synod recommended that a legal 
office be set up and placed at the dis- 
posal of the Federal Council of Italian 
Evangelical Churches to handle issues 
connected with religious freedom. 

Most of the meeting was devoted to a 
discussion of church-state relations. It 
was reported that the attitude of Italian 
police authorities toward evangelicals 
had stiffened and that instances of in- 
tolerance had increased. 


Back Stevenson 


and revitalize church resources in the 
social action field. 


Cites Threat to Free Inquiry 


He said there was a growing interest 
in Christian Action because of the 
“threat within the church to inquire 
freely into the gospel’s implications 1n 
terms of social and political problems.” 

“The church does not fulfill its re- 
sponsibility by simply issuing prociama- 
tions,” he said. ‘‘It is better to affirm 
a common task and act on it than to 
agree on principles put down on paper.” 

The conference elected Reinhold Nei- 
buhr of Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, and Liston Pope, dean of 
the Yale Divinity School, honorary co- 
chairmen of Christian Action. 


Liston Pope Sees Advances 


Churches have made rapid strides “‘in 
effectiveness and maturity’ in the so- 
cial action field during the past 20 
years, Liston Pope, dean of Yale Di- 
vinity School, told the conference. 

Dr. Pope outlined four major trends 
which he said characterize practically 
all church activity in the social action 
field: 








(1) A growing tendency on the part 
of the denominations to institutionalize 
their social action interests and to sup- 
port such agencies with nationally 
designated funds. 

(2) Development of a comprehensive 
theology, ‘“‘based on traditional Chris- 
tian suppositions,’’ to serve as the basis 
for Christian social action. 

(3) Substitution of a ‘‘more realistic 
understanding of the complexities and 
difficulties surrounding social change,” 
for the “‘one-shot crusade and glittering 
panacea.”’ 





(4) Mounting opposition to social ac- 
tion agencies and programs of the 
church stimulated largely by the ‘“na- 
tional mood of which McCarthyism is 
only an extreme form.”’ 


Urges Political Activity 


Another speaker, E. E. Schattschnei- 
der, professor of government at Wes- 
leyan University, Middletown, Conn., 
urged the Protestant Church to take 
“the curse off politics and politicians” 


@ Here is a searching appraisal of the important 
challenge to unite Presbyterianism in America 


by discarding the notion ‘‘that politics 
is dirty business.” 
“Such an attitude fosters sterility in 


our national life and neutralizes en- 
thusiasm,”’ he said. ‘“‘The flight from 
politics accounts for the state of our 
two national parties.’’ 

Describing politics ‘‘as morals in ac- 
tion,” he said that ‘a person taking 
part in political decisions multiplies his 
effectiveness 300 times.” 


To Mission and to Unity---Slogan or Program? 


YEAR last summer repre- 
sentatives of the World Council of 
Churches and of the International 

Missionary Council produced a paper en- 
titled, “The Calling of the Church to 
Mission and to Unity.’”’ I imagine that 
relatively few Christian people, even of 
the ministry, have read that paper. But 
most of us in this past year have at least 
become familiar with the title of it asa 
sort of new slogan, “The Calling of the 
Church to Mission and to Unity.” 


ago 


Two Major Movements 


It is interesting to note the reason 
this paper was written. At the world 
level there are now two major organiza- 
tions operating in the ecumenical move- 
ment, the World Council and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. The chief 
interest of the leaders of the World 
Council seems to be the attempt on a 
world-wide scale to get Christians to 
overcome their separateness and unite 
in faith and worship and _ service. 
“Unity” is the one-word motto of the 
ww. 6 

On the other hand, the I. M. C. is 
quite completely devoted to missionary 
endeavor. Working through Christian 
Councils all over the world, its task is 
evangelism and its one-word slogan is 
“Mission.”” Both these organizations 
and these programs are a part of the 
ecumenical movement and neither likes 
to allow the other to think that it is the 
heart of that movement. 

The significance of the paper and the 
slogan to which I have referred, ‘‘The 
Calling of the Church to Mission and to 
Unity,” is that here is a major attempt 
on the part of our Christian leaders on 
the world-stage to express a double 
truth. 


the world by 
church. And, 


Christ cannot win 
means of a_ divided 





*Dr. Blake, who is known to our 
readers (Outlook Pulpit, Apr. 16, 1951), 
has been stated clerk of the Presbyter- 
ian, USA, General Assembly for the past 
year. The article which appears here 
formed the basis of an address which 
he gave before the Synod of Virginia, 
meeting at Towson, Md. 
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By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE* 
+. 


the Church of Christ cannot be united 
unless it forgets itself and devotes 
itself to winning the world to Jesus 
Christ. 


Or put it positively: 


To win the world for Jesus Christ we 
need a united witness to him. And to 
heal the wounds in the body of Christ 
its members must turn from hypochon- 
dria and preoccupation with their dis- 
unity and seek out in the name of Jesus 
Christ those who have not heard the 
gospel. 

Of course, this is not a new idea. in 
John 17:21 all of us are familiar with 
Jesus’ prayer for his disciples, ‘That 
they all may be one—that the world may 
believe.’”” Not quite so familiar are the 
very similar words in the 23rd verse: 


“| in them and thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me 
and thou hast loved them, as thou hast 
loved me.” 


More than a Slogan? 


I say that this concept of the vital in- 
terrelation of Christian unity and Chris- 
tian evangelism is not a new idea; it 
is as old as the gospel and for a couple 
of generations this passage in John has 
been read at many inter-church gather- 
But though the idea is entirely 
familiar and now gives promise of be- 
coming the slogan of the hour, I am not 
at all sure that it will become any more 
than Will it really become 
our program? Will we act any differ- 
ently now that we are reminded that un- 
ity and mission are mutually dependent? 
As yet, I see no great signs of such a 
new and revitalized Christianity in 
either of our churches. 

I confess that I do not know the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States 
very well. My contacts have not been 
very many and most of them have been 
on occasions of formal joint meetings. 

Let me, therefore, describe to you my 
own church as [ see it from the inside 


ings. 


a slogan. 


and leave it to you, my Southern breth- 
ren, whether or not I describe your 
church too, as I suspect [| shall. 


Unity and Mission 


Among us in the U. S. A. Church 
there is quite a broad variety of church- 
manship. Some of our leaders appear 
to be most interested in efficient organi- 
zation. These are the ones who in gen- 
eral have taken the lead in forming the 
National Council of Churches and of 
working out the cooperative federations 
ot churches in cities and states all over 
the nation. They believe in unity. 

There is another group of our leaders 
who rather reluctantly have followed 
along in these inter-church affairs but 
whose interest has been chiefly in evan- 
gelism. To win souls for Christ has 
seemed to them a sufficient program and 
the only worthwhile activity of a church. 
These believe in mission. [I could name 
actual names, but I will not. You can, I 
am sure, do that for yourselves in both 
our churches. And, besides these lead- 
ers, are the great mass of ministers and 
laymen whose church concern is quite 
local, devoted to the necessary if un- 
romantic tasks of calling on members 
and prospects, raising budgets and re- 
pairing roofs, going to church and 
preaching sermons, recruiting Sunday 
school teachers and organizing women’s 
societies. 


And it is exactly at this local level 
in every town and hamlet where 
Christian witness occurs or does not 
occur. 


I keep reminding myself, now that I 
have left the pastorate and come into ad- 
ministrative responsibility at the na- 
tional level, that the work of the church 
is done in the congregation—not at 
headquarters, important as I believe 
headquarters work and decisions to be. 

If our two churches are to reunite, 
it will be because the great majority of 
all our national leaders, together with 
the great majority of pastors and lay 
leaders in our churches, whatever their 
immediate tasks and preoccupations, 
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come to a new realization that unity and 
mission are interdependent. Division 
weakens the evangel, and lukewarmness 
for the gospel makes unity impossible. 
It is against this background that I come 
to discuss the subject assigned to me: 
The proposal of reunion between our 
two churches. 

Now our two churches are facing 
again a very simple question: Shall we 
reunite after nearly a 100 years of sepa- 
ration or not? I say that this is a sim- 
ple question, although the putting to- 
gether of two churches plus a third (the 
United Presbyterian Church) has in it 
some very complex issues. But those 
complexities need not bother us very 
much just now. Some of them have 
been very well solved by the negotiating 
committees representative of the three 
churches that have a Plan of Union 
written out (now in galley proof) al- 
most ready for distribution to the 
churches for study and comment. The 
rest of the complexities, as the plan will 
reveal, have been put off for a later 
solution by the reunited church. Just 
now the issue is a very simple one: Shall 
we unite or not? 


There Is Opposition 


There is no use pretending that there 
is not strong opposition to this union, 
especially in the U. S. Church. This op- 
position is organized and vocal. Summed 
up in a single sentence, its argument is 
that the U. S. Church should not lose 
itself in the colossus of the North which 
is bureaucratic and apostate. 

Naturally we don’t like that: we can’t 
believe we are that, but we know too 
that we are in no position to answer the 
criticism. If it is to be answered, it 
must be answered by others in the U. S. 
Church who know us better and who be- 
lieve that both our churches have their 
strengths and weaknesses, that both 
fully deserve the name of Christian and 
Presbyterian. 

But my concern here is not to try to 
answer the criticisms of those who are 
against the union of our churches. As 
I have already said, that answer must 
be found, if it is to be found, among our 
friends in the U. S. Church. My con- 
cern is for us to ask ourselves if we are 
for the reuniting of our churches, and 
if so, why? 


Unless there develops in the next 
year or two a deep conviction among 
us that this union is the will of God, 
it will not come to pass. 


But why should we devote ourselves 
to achieving this union? What reasons 
can we offer positively? Is it because 
a bigger church will be a better church? 
Will a church of 3,500,000 members be 
1.4 times more Christian and effective 
than a church of 2,500,000 members? 
Will the new and reunited Presbyterian 
Church be 4 2/3 as strong as the U. S. 
Church now is? To ask such absurd 
questions is to answer them. Size and 


OCTOBER 6, 1952 


bigness are not a Christian measure. 
Christ who chose but twelve to do his 
work teaches us better than that. 

Should we be for union then because 
a united church can achieve a more ef- 
ficient ecclesiastical machinery than our 
three separate churches can? Let me be 
very frank. From where [ sit, the or- 
ganizational problems, even on the ec- 
clesiastical side, not to mention the 
boards and agencies, look like a ten- 
year nightmare. One of the reasons for 
the charge of bureaucracy against the U. 
S. A. Church is that we have had to 
struggle with the problem of Presby- 
terian organization on a scale never be- 
fore attempted in a free church unsup- 
ported by government. We have not 
been always successful. Union will not 
solve the problems. It will for a time 
add to their size and complexity. No, 
ecclesiastical efficiency is no strong ar- 
gument for union. 

Shall we be for union then because 
it will give us a stronger voice in the 
nation and in the Protestant world? 
Perhaps, although I am sure we all 
would agree that we do not want to be- 
come a pressure group either at Wash- 
ington or elsewhere. I want a stronger 
voice on one condition only, that the 
voice of our church shall be the voice of 
Jesus Christ calling men unto himself 
for the salvation of their souls and the 
saving of the world. 


There Is But One Reason 


There is but one basic reason for un- 
ity among Christians. Until and un- 
less we in our generation come to as 
passionate a conviction for uniting the 
broken body of Jesus Christ as the con- 
viction of our fathers when for con- 
science sake they separated themselves 
from Rome and later again and again 
from one another, we shall not success- 
fully contrive important ecclesiastical 
unions. 


There is but one sufficient reason 
for uniting our churches—that to- 
gether we may fulfill the mission laid 
upon us by our Lord Jesus Christ. 


If we continue to think of our 
churches as religious clubs, more or less 
congenial to each other, we _ will not 
achieve union, and I don’t suppose it will 
make much difference to God whether 
we do or not. But if once more we 
eatch the vision of a missionary church, 
facing seriously in our generation the 
world-wide task of evangelism, the task 
that begins with the witness of each par- 
ticular church and Christian in every 
city and crossroads of this land, and 
penetrates to the depths of the slums of 
every city and into the communists 
cells and into the boards of directors of 
corporations and into the legislative 
halls of government not only in our na- 
tion but all over the world—then we 
will know that to fulfill that kind of 
witness we can no longer be content to 
be divided, futile and frustrate. 

The union that I vision for our 


churches is one of multiplication, not 
addition. The great new church caught 
once more by a sense of discipleship to 
Jesus Christ, will multiply its mission- 
aries in every corner of the earth, it will 
break out of ivied walls in every com- 
munity, calling upon all men to hear the 
gospel, to repent, and to be saved. 


If We Do Not Reunite— 


I personally am convinced that if our 
churches do not this time decide to re- 
unite, the result will tend strongly to 
the weakening of the witness of both 
our churches; and the reasons for that 
negative decision will not be technically 
theological—there is no difference in 
our Confessions of Faith nor in our re- 
quirements for ministers, officers, or 
members under the Scriptures and that 
Confession. The reasons will be rather 
social, cultural, and religious—the so- 
ealled ‘‘non-theological’ factors to 
which the Lund Conference on Faith and 
Order has recently called our attention. 





BLAKE: There is only one reason 


They will be the arrogance of the larger 
church and the fear of the smaller. The 
reasons for failure to unite will be pride 
of place and position, greed and distrust, 
sectionalism, and lukewarmness, the sins 
of secularism and hopelessness. 


Above all, the reason we do not re- 
unite our churches will be the asser- 
tion in both our churches of our pride 
and arrogant intention to go on as we 
have been, whatever God’s will may 
be. And that is the way to doom. 


Recently I have been reading Robert 
Reynolds’ novel, ‘‘The Sinner of Saint 
Ambrose.” In this novel of the fall of 
Roman civilization, Gregory Julian, its 
chief character, looking at that decline 
and decadence, put it this way: 


“What was going on was a fourfold 
revelation of what the Greeks call 
‘Moira,’ what the Romans eall ‘Fate,’ 
what the Jews call ‘the wrath of the 
Righteous Almighty,’ and what the 
Christians call ‘the justice of God.’ The 
old Greeks—-Homer, Aeschylus, Sopho- 
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cles—perceived in what they called 
‘hubris’ the seed of a man’s ruin. ... 
How can [ say it better than to say the 
man of hubris feels himself greater than 
God! When a man dreams in his heart, 
I am greater than God! then this hu- 
bris—pride, insolence, arrogance, un- 
righteousness—comes forth in the acts 
of his life and prepares him for ruin. 
The old Greeks admonished men to seek 
wisdom as a shield against hubris; the 
mighty prophets of the Jews cried out, 
‘Walk softly in righteousness before the 
face of the righteous Lord’; the Romans 
of old said, ‘Hold to honor and justice 
against arrogance’: and the Christians 
were saying. ‘Pride is the sin of death; 
be humble in Christ.’ It seems that all 


The Word in New Words 


6. 
RING the Book.” 


No matter how extensive a library 

an American family might have 
had at the turn of the century, that bed- 
time order from Father, settling down 
in his hickory rocker, meant but one 
thing: 

“Bring the King James Version of the 
Bible.”’ 

From the round walnut table or from 
the top of the folding bed Janie or Jim- 
mie fetched the Scriptures, often tat- 
tered from long and daily use. 

Schoolbooks, magazines and sewing 
all were laid aside while Father ‘‘read 
a chapter,” ordinally in chronological 
Then the whole family knelt 
at their chairs to be led in prayer by the 
head of the house. The fact that an 
overnight visitor might not share the 
religious convictions of the host did not 
alter the routine. 

This regular custom did much to knit 
family bonds, bring God into the home 
circle and hold up the Bible as the core 
of Christian living. The lapse of family 
worship in recent years is a cause for 
concern to any Christian leader. But 
an honest evaluation of the old-time 
method would reveal some weaknesses. 


sequence. 


Special Scripture Voice 


It is doubtful if hearing Father read 
from the Old Testament one of the ‘‘be- 
gat’”’ chapters or the measurements of 
Moses’ tabernacle fostered in Janie or 
Jimmie any interest in reading the 
Bible for themselves. The Elizabethan 
language of the King James Version 
“would fain,’’ ‘fan hungred,” ‘‘afore- 
time,”” “lest haply,’” “set at naught,” 
and ‘“‘whence camest thou?’’—intoned in 
Father’s special scriptural voice seemed 
to put God’s word strictly in the adult 
classification. 

In truth, there was much of it that 
Father himself did not try to under- 
stand. As for Mother, there were times 
when she had to be nudged to kneel for 
prayer. The children, having no per- 
sonal part in the family devotions, grew 
up into a world of speed and struggle 
that left small opportunity for medita- 
tion. They failed to institute the fam- 


6 


peoples know that the madness of doom 
rises in this dream of the heart: I am 
greater than God! It is the dream of 
death for a man or for a nation.’’— 
Copyright 1952; used by special per- 
mission of the publishers, The Bobbs- 
Merrill Co., Ine. 


I add this, it is the dream of death 
for a man or for a nation or fora 
church. 


I thus conclude. Whether we re- 
unite our churches or do not suc- 
ceed, the danger to us is the same. 
That dream of the heart: “I am 
greater than God.” 





I believe in the reuniting of our 
ehurches on one ground only—that it is 
the will of Christ. I believe in the re- 
uniting of our churches by beginning 
now to recapture the sense of our com- 
mission in this world to win all men 
unto him. I believe his call to us is to 
his mission and therefore to his unity. 

My dream of unity is that set forth 
in the prayer of Jesus for us, his dis- 
ciples: “I in them and thou in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one; and 
that the world may know that thou has 
sent me and has loved them as thou hast 
loved me.”’ 


For Use in Homes 


By FRANCES DUNLAP HERON 
e 


ily altar in their own homes. They 
turned religious education over to the 
church. 

The last decade, however, has seen a 
reawakening of parents to the values 
of religious undergirding in the home 
itself. Today they are asking for helps 
for family worship and for their own 
understanding of the Bible.* The 
church, finding that it could not do the 
job alone, is preparing church school 
lesson materials that include reading 
books and assignments for pupils and 
parents to work on together at home. 

It seems providential, therefore, that 
at this very moment of heightened in- 
terest, the Revised Standard Version ot 
the Holy Bible should make its appear- 
ance. Into the lives of Americans has 
come this completed version of both Old 
and New Testaments, in English clear 
and meaningful and vibrant. The re- 
vision, authorized by forty Protestant 
denominations, is the result of fifteen 
years’ intensive effort by thirty-two of 
the nation’s eminent Bible scholars. 
headed by Dean Luther A. Weigle of 
Yale University Divinity School. 


A Final Test in the Home 


Their commission was to produce a 
revision designed for use in public and 
private worship. The backing of de- 
nominational boards of Christian edu- 
cation assures its use in church school 
publications, in seminaries, in the pulpit. 
But members of the Standard Bible 
Committee realize that the final test of 
the success of their task rests with the 
rank and file of church members—fam- 
ilies within homes. Only as the Revised 
Standard Version becomes the people’s 
Bible will it have fulfilled its purpose. 





*A leaflet, ‘“‘A Fresh Approach to 
Bible Reading,” containing outline and 
suggestions for purposeful reading of 
the Bible, is available at 3 cents each, 
$1.50 per hundred, from the Division of 
Christian Education, National Council 
of Churches, 79 East Adams St., Chi- 
cago, 3, Il. 


The Old Testament grew out of the 
common people’s experiences with God. 
Jesus gave his message most often, not 
in a synagogue, but in the market place, 
along the road, on the hillside, wherever 
he found everyday men and women and 
children needing him. 

The goal of the recent revision com- 
mittee was to preserve for modern 
readers that message of Jesus and that 
record of Old Testament faith in word 
and thought as nearly like the original 
as exhaustive research makes possible. 
With the unprecedented resources of an- 
cient manuscripts and archaeological 
tindings, the scholars have been able to 
correct errors that crept into the text 
through centuries of copying and trans- 
lating. 

They have eliminated the archaic 
words and word endings that are so con- 
fusing to twentieth century readers, par- 
ticularly children. More important, 
they have replaced with modern equiva- 
lents the more than 300 words in the 
King James Version that have changed 
meaning since 1611 and therefore no 
longer convey the correct idea. 

For example, the word “let’’ in the 
seventeenth century meant the same as 
“hinder” does today. Hence the reader 
of the King James Version is misled by 
Pharaoh’s angry question to Moses and 
Aaron (Exod. 5:4), ‘‘Wherefore do ye 
let the people from their works?’’ The 
Revised Standard Version makes it en- 
tirely clear: ‘“‘Why do you take the peo- 
ple away from their work?” 


Make it “Best Read’”’ 

The record-breaking first edition of 
nearly one million copies of the Revised 
Standard Version is now in circulation. 
Unless a ‘‘best seller’ is also ‘‘best 
read,” however, it becomes only a li- 
brary table piece. 

From the literary standpoint the first 
recommendation for the new volume is 
its physical appearance. Only one and 
a half inches thick, printed in easy-to- 
read type, bound in maroon cover 
stamped in gold leaf, it invites handling 
and reading. The mystery and somber- 
ness so often associated with the Bible 
in the past may now be replaced by an 
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attitude that here is a Book of and for 
life. 

Since almost all major Protestant de- 
nominations will be basing their church 
school lesson materials on references 
from the Revised Standard Version, par- 
ents who fulfill their role of supple- 
menting the Sunday morning session 
with home assignments now will need 
the same version in their library. 

Along with home study of the Bible 
goes family worship. Many of the 
church school materials as well as the 
church family magazines contain topics 
and outlines for home devotions. Often, 
too, these are geared to the Sunday 
morning study. If the home-church 
task of religious education is to suc- 
ceed, therefore, both must use the same 
basic tool. 

Whether it is in an adult’s own pri- 
vate worship or in out-loud reading by 
different members of the family, the Re- 
vised Standard Version will prove its 
effectiveness. Those who fear that the 
classic majesty of the King James Ver- 
sion is an irreplaceable loss will find a 
new kind of beauty—the beauty of sim- 
plicity, terseness, and smooth-flowing 
understanding. The revisers retained as 
much as possible of King James, espec- 
ially in Old Testament poetry. 


Clearer Translations 


It is the prayer of the committee that 
readers will approach the Revised 
Standard Version positively, viewing it 
against the background of today’s 
knowledge and needs. Throughout its 
pages the open-minded reader can find 
examples of simpler or clearer or more 
accurate translation such as these: 

Paul’s description of himself in Acts 
22:3, which in KJV reads, “‘I am verily 
a man which am a Jew,” becomes in 
RSV simply, “I am a Jew.” 

The many references to ‘Holy Ghost’’ 
in KJV, so unfortunate for children, are 
much more understandable as ‘Holy 
Spirit’ in RSV. For instance, “... 
whoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him,’’ 
gives way to “... whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit will not be for- 
given” (Matt. 12:32). 

I Kings 11:22, which KJV renders, 
‘“‘and he answered, Nothing: howbeit let 
me go in any wise,” is restored to its 
original meaning in RSV, ‘‘and he said 
to him, ‘Only let me go.’” 

At the Last Supper, Jesus’ words to 
his disciples, recorded in KJV as “Drink 
ye all of it,”” take on proper meaning in 
RSV as “Drink of it, all of you”’ (Matt. 
26:27). 

When God asks Cain in Elizabethan 
English, ‘“‘Why art thou wroth?” (Gen. 
4:6), the reader is slowed up and more 
than likely confused. How naturally 
simple the question sounds in RSV: 
“Why are you angry?” 

A sentence that might well discour- 
age family devotions appears in KJV 
of Philippians 4:14 as, ‘‘Notwithstand- 
ing ye have well done, that ye did com- 
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municate with my affliction.”” RSV lets 
Paul say in today’s language, ‘‘Yet it 
was kind of you to share my trouble.” 


To Be Enjoyed 


Such changes, trivial though some of 
them may seem, add up to a book that 
brings God into the life of today—the 


Revised Standard Version of the Holy 
Bible. Within its covers a family can 
find and comprehend the answers to 
their longings and needs. 

The reminder, “‘Bring the Book,” will 
become the signal for mental enjoyment 
and spiritual uplift. 

@LAST OF A SERIES 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, recorded from a Presbyterian radio program, are 
Ernest Trice Thompson, OUTLOOK co-editor and Union Seminary professor, 
Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of Presbyterian, U. S., higher education. 


HELL? EVERLASTING? 


What is the definition of hell? 


THOMPSON: I don’t know why that 
question should be addressed to me. It 
reminds me of a letter I once received 
which said, ‘‘Please tell me about the 
devil—who he is, where he came from, 
what he does, everything about the 
devil. If any one knows, it is you.” 

There are a good many things I don’t 
know about the devil, and there are a 
good many things I do not know about 
hell. The Bible does tell us that there 
is a life here and a life hereafter, and 
that our life here determines our life 
in the hereafter. For Christians gen- 
erally, hell is the abode of “‘lost” souls; 
it is the place where those who reject 
the love of God are left to suffer the 
consequences of their choice. Some 
think that hell is not a place but a state, 
which begins here and which continues 
hereafter. Some think the sufferings of 
hell are physical, others—and this was 
Calvin’s idea—that they are primarily 
spiritual. Some think these sufferings 
are endless, others that men may find 
salvation through acceptance of God’s 
love even in hell. Hell, we might say, 
is the suffering, the loss, the inevitable 
consequences that we bring upon our- 
selves by refusing to accept God’s love 
and by refusing to follow his will. 


Is there any Biblical basis for be- 
lieving that the suffcrings of hell will 
not be everlasting? 


THOMPSON: There is a_ Biblical 
basis for three different views of the 
sufferings in hell—(1) The traditional 
view that the suffering of hell is ever- 
lasting: Mark 9:42-43, for example, 
which says that it is better to enter into 
life maimed than to go into the fire 
that shall never be quenched. (2) 
There is also some Biblical basis for the 
view that those who do not finally ac- 
cept God’s offer of salvation, either in 
this life or in the next, will ultimately 
perish. For example, Paul writes in 
II Thessalonians 1:9, that ‘‘those that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ shall suffer punishment, even 
eternal destruction from the face of the 
Lord,’ and Jesus himself said, ‘‘What 
shall a man be profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and forfeit his life?’’ 
John 3:16 says that “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son that 


whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” (8) 
There is also some Biblical basis for a 
third view, that all men ultimately shall 
be saved. So Paul writes in Philippians 
2:9-10, “God has highly exalted 
(Christ) and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow 
in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of 
God, the Father.” In Ephesians 1:9- 
10 he tells us that it is God’s eternal 
purpose, in the fullness of time, to 
unite or sum up all things in Christ. 
And in I Cor. 15:28 he tells us that the 
time will come when God will “be 
everything to every one.” (RSV) - 

The first of these views is the tradi- 
tional cne, and is regarded by many as 
the only orthodox view. I think it is 
only fair to say, however, that an in- 
creasing number of theologians and 
Bible students tend toward one of the 
other two views, views which were held 
also by some of the early Church 
Fathers. 


A listener calls in to say she does 
not believe in hell, believing rather 
in a hell on earth and she wants your 
comment on that idea. 


BLAKELY: I would like to express 
the opinion that some people have lived 
and done so much evil and so much 
harm in this world that if there is a 
world of justice there must be punish- 
ment meted out in the world to come. 
One certainly may live so in this world 
that he will not receive his due reward 
if there is not a punishment in the 
world to come. 

THOMPSON: I think I have already 
given my answer to the question. Our 
Christian faith is based on the Scrip- 
ture, which indicates that there 1s a 
hell in the world to come, but it is not 
as definite regarding the sufferings in 
hell as some Christians suppose.. As I 
have just stated, there is a Scriptural 
basis for three different views: one of 
eternal punishment, one of ultimate de- 
struction for the finally impenitent, and 
one of ultimate salvation for all man- 
kind. Under the circumstances we can- 
not speak too dogmatically of things 
beyond our ken. We can leave it, as 
indeed we must, in the hands of a God 
who is merciful as well as just. 
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EDITORIAL 





The Presidency and Religion 


A good many people, in addition to 
our correspondent on page two, are try- 
ing to think through aspects of the cur- 
rent Presidential race in regard to the 
candidates’ religious affiliation. An 
Episcopal paper recently published the 
candidates’ (or their headquarters’) 
statements on the subject—with both 
men their respect for 
religion, their dependence upon God, and 
their appreciation of religious founda- 
tions in the life of our nation. 

The question is sharpened up be 
cause Eisenhower, though reared in a 
godly home (Brethren in Christ), has 
never joined any church, and Stevenson 
is a Unitarian which is not generally 
regarded as in the evangelical tradition. 

Presbyterians are particularly inter- 
ested in the question because both men 
Mrs. 
Eisenhower is a Presbyterian, they were 
married in that church, and the couple 
now appears to make it a point to at- 


expressing own 


have some relation to our church. 


tend Presbyterian churches on Sunday. 
yovernor Stevenson, on the other hand, 
grew up in a home where the father was 
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a Presbyterian and the mother a Uni- 
tarian. He says he _ followed his 
mother’s religion and his father’s poli- 
tics, though he also goes to the Presby- 
terian church. (The Stevenson Presby- 
terian connection goes a long way, with 
a great grandfather having been presi- 
dent of Hampden-Sydney and Centre 
Colleges). 

Both candidates appear to be devout 
men. General Eisenhower points to 
crucial choices on the battlefield which 
played a great part in his life. Governor 
Stevenson, in quoting the Bible reveals 
a familiarity with it that is far from 
superficial. Intimates say they can tell 
when he is at grips with a difficult prob- 
lem for he is sure to be seen taking his 
Bible upstairs with him. 

What part does, or should, church af- 
filiation play in deciding on a candi- 
date’s qualifications? Whether it 
should or not, it probably plays a great 
deal with some people. For example, it 
is rather openly said in at least one 
Southern state, that if a man is not a 
Baptist he can’t be elected governor. 
Whether true or not, the exceptions are 
rare. In 1928, a candidate doubtless 
lost thousands of votes, and perhaps the 
election, because he was a Roman Cath- 
olic. Many people stirred fears and ap- 
pealed to unworthy motives in that in- 
stance who were more concerned about 
winning votes than in 
religious tradition. 

However, the whole question is a dif- 
ficult one. It is that, other 
things being equal, a man, who is Chris- 
tian, both in and 
ought to be a better public servant than 
one who is not. But the test for such 
for one thing, hard to 
impose, and, ultimately only for God to 
make. That may our 
Founding Fathers wrote into our Con- 
stitution: 


any particular 


obvious 


profession practice, 


a profession is, 


be one reason 


“No religious test shall ever be re- 
quired as a qualification to any of- 
fice or public trust under the United 
States.” (Art. VI) 


Another reason was doubtless the les- 
son from the history of dominant state- 
churches or church-states. Anyway. 
the freedom of our Protestant heritage 
here helped to establish a land where no 
group could say, ‘‘Because you are not 
of our class, creed, race or national 
origin, you cannot hold office.’’ 

The tenets of our faith should 
keep us from the role of bigots who feel 
that since people are not just like us 
they are of a lower order. No man can, 
nor should he try to, plumb the depths 
of another’s heart. 

Suppose you have Candidate X who 
belongs to a “regular” church, is faith- 
ful in his attendance at its. services, 
gives generously to missions and other 


also 
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causes, and is exemplary in his partici- 
pation in the church’s activities. Out- 
side church, however, Candidate X is 
another man. He is mean and grasping; 
as a candidate for office he plays upon 
the most unworthy motives of the citi- 
zenry in an effort to get elected; he is a 
race-baiter, a flag-waver, a smear-cam- 
paigner. He knows what people are 
afraid of and he plays on those fears at 
the expense of his opponent. But next 
Sunday, and every Sunday, Candidate X 
is back in Sunday school and church 
and, would you believe it, leading the 
way to establish a new Sunday school 
so that children at a vacation spot or in 
some unreached area will not miss their 
training in religion. 

On the other hand, picture Candidate 
Y who does not go to church. He does 
not attack the church or religion but he 
simply does not include the church in 
his affiliations. You do not know much 
about his formal but private religious 
practices, if any. But in public life and 
as a campaigner he is a model of the 
Christian virtues. He is kind and just: 
he respects the point of view of others; 
he does not smear his opponent nor call 
him names; he does not appeal to un- 
worthy motives since he takes for 
granted the idealism of his fellow-citi- 
zens and his nation; and his record in 
the service of his country at whatever 
level is of the highest order. 

The choice between such hypothetical 
candidates would obviously be a difficult 
one if you set out to find the “‘Christian”’ 
and vote for him. 

In view of these considerations, it may 
be best to stand on the Constitution and 
therefore to give the New Testament 
test for them both: “By their fruits.” 
What does the man seem to be? What 
is his record? What is his program? 
What is his party’s record and program? 
To what extent do these appear to be 
pointing in the Christian direction? And, 
on such a basis, pray God to guide the 
nation to choose the man of his choice 
and to guide you to vote for him. 


An important 
vember 


statement on the No- 
election, just released by the 
National Council of Churches and re- 
ceived here at press time (too late for 
this issue) will be carried next week. 
One paragraph of the statement says: 


“The responsible voter will base his 
decision on what he considers best for 
the total community, the well-being of 
all the people. He will not respond to 
sectional, racial or class appeals. He 
will take into account the total program 
of the candidates and parties seeking 
power, rather than base his decision on 
one single issue. however important 
that issue may seem to him.” 
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*T AM A PRAYER” 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





Psalm 109:4. 


S the italics in the King James 

translation show, in the original 

Hebrew of Psalm 109:4 there are 
no words between “I”? and ‘“‘prayer.’’ 
But I—prayer, is the literal translation. 
The King James interpretation is quite 
possible; but as Dr. Robert Dick Wil- 
son used to suggest, the usual Hebrew 
idiom would mean “I am a-prayer.” 


This is thought-provoking. Suppose 
it were true, suppose I were a prayer, 
then what? 


PRAYER IS CONFESSION; and the 
opposite of confession is concealment 
and conceit. Is my life open or closed? 
Is it what it seems to be, or is the cover 
always screwed down tight? Am I hon- 
est about my sins? When I kneel to 
pray, am [ willing to call my sins what 
they are? Am [ willing to look, in the 
presence of God, at all that I have been 
doing, saying and thinking? I know I 
have made mistakes and [| will admit 
shortcomings; but am I candid enough 
to confess that some of my mistakes 
were rooted in sinfulness and that my 
shortcomings were not merely stop- 
pings-short, but stubborn and mulish or 
even cowardly refusal to go any further 
than it suited me? Do [ give the same 
ugly names to sin when [ commit it, as 
I do when it is committed by those I 
dislike and despise? Am [ Confession, 
or am I Concealment. Confusion and 
Conceit? 


PRAYER IS ADORATION; and the 
opposite of adoration may be simple 
dullness in the light of Glory, or it may 
be vulgar irreverence. Do I walk 
through this world with eyes dead to its 
beauty? Do I belittle goodness, am ! 
slow to believe the best and eager to be- 
lieve the worst? Do I see the light of 
God shining in every summer morning 
or do I look only at the weather fore- 
casts? Has my sense of wonder been 
left behind with my childhood? Do I 
live in such a human jungle that I see 
nothing above it—is Man, to my eyes, 
the Master of Things? Is the devotion 
of my life paid to trifles? Do I spend 
my utmost for much less than the High- 
est? 


PRAYER IS THANKFULNESS; and 
the opposite of thankfulness is a greedy 
insatiable grubbing and grasping, a per- 
petual standing on one’s “rights,” a 
never-ending complaining at the world 
and God. Only the humble can be 
grateful; we cannot feel thankful for 
what we take as our right. Do [ think 
more highly of what I have done for 
others than of what others have done 
forme? DoT feel that I have benefitted 
the world more by my presence than it 
has paid me in return? How does it 
stand, the account between me and the 
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world of my fellow human beings? Does 
it strike me that the balance of debt 
is against me, or against them? Do I 
live as one trying to repay the debt he 
owes to others, or as one who waits 
impatiently for small remittances on an 
unpaid debt owed to Me? Even in the 
presence of God, do [ still think of my 
poor self as his Creditor? Are my 
thoughts of him tinged with question- 
ings and bitterness, or am [ ever 
amazed at the depth of his mercy and 
grace? 


PRAYER IS PETITION. God knows, 
my life is a questing. Desire, desires— 
endless and contradictory surges of de- 
sire tear me this way and that. I have 
seldom said, Enough. But what is it 
that my life seeks? Is there one desire 
dominant over all others? Is there one 
thing my soul has sought which can 
give meaning and direction to all the 
other seekings of my soul? How do I 
strike my contemporaries? Is it at all 
clear that I desire what God desires? 
Is it my best wish to have no wish un- 


filled, or is it my deeper wish, always, 
through sorrow or through joy, that his 
will be done? Am I petition? My 
words are clamorous, my wishes more 
than the sands; but are they only words, 
dreams, mists rising from a cold and 
restless sea, or do my deeper desires 
flow with force through all my being? 
Are my desires broken on my inert self, 
or is my whole self petition incarnate? 


PRAYER IS COMMUNION; and the 
opposite of Communion is the lone and 
willful way of the self-seeker. Is my 
life communion, or is it but rare and 
unfamiliar greetings? Are God and I 
but ships that pass in the night? Am I 
one who salutes the Most High but 
never speaks? Do I sit strange and un- 
easy in the presence of God, or 
do I find in him my _ rest? Is 
my life aflow with the Living Water, 
or a desert wherein the springs are far 
to find? Is my life shrill, discordant, 
out of key and time with the music of 
heaven, or is it a melody supported by 
the harmonies of God? 


To pray now and then is better than 
never to pray at all. But the prayer 
now and then will be true and satisfying 
only insofar as it rises from the heart 
of one who in his own self is a living 
prayer. 





promise. 





SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION 
The mission of the good independent college, dedi- 
cated to quality in education, is to find the best students 
and offer them the superior training they deserve. No 
matter how long a waiting list such a collegé may have, 
it will always be seeking actively for students of high 


The annual Agnes Scott scholarship competition is 
open to high school senior girls over the nation. 
would like to enter, write the Director of Admissions be- 
fore December 5 for details. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE, Decatur, Ga. 
Affiliated with Presbyterian Church U. S. 


If you 
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Marshall W. Brown, President 
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ASSEMBLY 
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REMARKABLE COLLEGE 


Marshall Scott Woodson, President 
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Some trust in Chariots 
but we trust in the 


Name of the Lord. 


TO HELP US WE HAVE TRUSTEES 
LIKE . 


Dr. W. P. Dickey, 
Retired Presby- 
terian minister and 
long-time member 
of the Schreiner 
Board of Trustees. 


SCHREINER 
PRESBYTERIAN MILITARY COLLEGE 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 
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No ‘Discrimination’ 


Voted by Alabama 


The Synod of Alabama voted at its 
recent meeting that no institution it 
supports shall discriminate “against any 
child because of the circumstances sur- 
rounding its birth.” 

The matter arose in connection with 
the report on the synod’s orphanage at 
Talladega when inquiries were made 





MARY BALDWIN COLLEGE 


Fully accredited, four-year Liberal Arts 
college. A. B. degree. Broad curriculum 
with 14 majors including music, art, Bible, 
languages, dramatic arts, History, psy- 
chology, sociology, mathematics. Nursery 
school education. Competitive scholar- 
ships. Morning chapel. Tree-shaded, ter- 
raced campus. Southern Colonial build- 
ings. For catalog and viewbook write 
Registrar, Dept. K. 

Frank B. Lewis, Ph. D., Pres., Staunton, Va. 





Peyton N. Rhodes, President 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Coeducational 


A four-year Liberal Arts College, offering a choice of courses 
leading to the bachelor’s degree. 
dentistry, theology, and engineering regard Southwestern’s 
pre-professional training with highest favor. 


Colleges of law, medicine, 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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Church related colleges 
are indispensable if 


American is to remain free 


JOHN R. CUNNINGHAM, President 








OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, so 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 





Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


@eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


@Why not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 








Christian emphasis. 


Box 38R. 


Educational excellence. 
Friendly personel attention. 


College and preparatory. 
Enroll now for Fall Session beginning Sept. 8, 1952 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Small classes. Football. 


Maxton, North Carolina 











Presbyterian @ Ooeducational 


Fully accredited. 


acre campus. Intra-mural sports. 
sion. Cosates and illustrated booklet. 





KING COLLEGE 


found liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business 

edueation. FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, 
(8) Academic, (3) Grant in Ald, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 
Dormitories. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P. Bristol, Tenn. 


Founded 1867 


Summer ses- 
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from the floor as to the home’s policy 
in admitting children. Replying, the 
chairman of the board of trustees said 
that no significant changes in policy had 
been made recently. Then he declared 
that it had long been the home’s policy 
not to accept illegitimate children (1. e., 
born out of wedlock) into the home. 

Such a policy was vigorously chal- 
lenged by various members of synod. 
Finally, the chairman of the home’s 
trustees arose to explain that what he 
meant by the term “illegitimate”? was 
that it was not the policy of the board 
to accept ‘‘immoral” children, and he 
asked that the matter be dropped. 

Instead of dropping it, however, the 
synod voted to adopt a resolution pre- 
sented by Robert H. Walkup saying, 
“It is the sense of this body that no in- 
stitution supported by the Synod of 
Alabama shall discriminate against any 
child because of the circumstances sur- 
rounding its birth.’ 

This was the first meeting of the sy- 
nod since the separate synods for Ne- 
groes had been dissolved. It was held 
in the Government Street church, Mo- 
bile, of which J. Chester Frist is pastor. 
In his words of welcomee, Dr. Frist told 
something of the long and rich history 
of the church and then he said, “‘I want 
to thank the Synod of Alabama for the 
privilege given us in permitting us to 
have this historic meeting in our church 
—the first meeting in which the mem- 
bers of the Presbytery of Central Ala- 
bama are to participate as members.” 
The members of the Negro Presbytery 
were presented to the synod and given 
the rght hand of fellowship by a com- 
mittee composed of representatives of 
the five presbyteries: William Childs 
Robinson, Lloyd K. Boggs, John Good- 
man, Eugene P. Poe and Will Ormond. 

A special half-million dollar cam- 
paign for three years, 1953-55, was ap- 
proved upon recommendation of the 
stewardship committee. The cam- 
paign objective will include $90,000 as 
Alabama’s share in the Assembly’s ef- 
fort for Negro work, $250,000 on the 
Scholarship and Improvement Campaign 
of Southwestern at Memphis, and $150,- 
000 for construction of a camp and con- 
ference center on property recently pur- 
chased near Talassee. A committee 
was named to proceed with planning and 
conducting the campaign at once. 

R. H. Walkup, Toulminville, pastor, 
was succeeded as moderator by H. E. 
Russell, Trinity church, Montgomery. 
Simril F. Bryant, Tuscaloosa pastor, is 
moderator-nominee for the next session 
in Tuscaloosa. 
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Lapsley’s Presbytery 
Disagrees With St. Johns 


Knoxville Presbytery has declined to 
take action requested of it in restrain- 
ing one of its ministers from laboring 
within the bounds of St. Johns (OUT- 
LOOK, Aug. 4). 

At the summer meeting of St. Johns 
(in Florida), the presbytery declared 
that 


“the Rev. Samuel B. Lapsley ... has 
been promoting division by personally 
soliciting elders of several of our 
churches and advocating the organiza- 


tion of a continuing church, and this 
without permission of the sessions or the 
presbytery, or knowledge of our minis- 
ters; and whereas, his labors tend to 
promote division among our people, we 
therefore respectfully request the Pres- 
bytery of Knoxville to restrain him from 
laboring within our bounds.” 


Asked by THE OUTLOOK to comment 
on this, Mr. Lapsley said the presby- 
tery’s action was ‘“‘not true to the facts,”’ 
that his visit was a personal one in re- 
sponse to a personal invitation. He said 
a “grave injustice” had been done him 
by the resolution and expressed the hope 
that the action would be rescinded. He 


admitted that he had been employed as 
a “representative” of the Association for 
Preserving the Southern Presbyterian 
Church,” under whose auspices, it was 
presumed, he made the trip to Florida. 

Knoxville Presbytery, addressing a 
reply to St. Johns, declares that Mr. 
Lapsley 


“visited there a small group of elders 
and deacons at their invitation, and his 
visit to your presbytery was confined to 
his meeting with this group. We do 
not find that he has violated any church 
law and consequently do not believe any 
disciplinary action on our part neces- 
sary.”’ 
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Seminaries 
Austin Theological 


Union Theological 


Senior Colleges 
Agnes Scott 
Arkansas 

Austin 

Belhaven 

Centre 

Davidson 

Davis & Elkins 
Flora Macdonald 
Hampden-Sydney 
King 

Mary Baldwin 
Montreat 
Presbyterian 
Queens 
Southwestern 
Stillman 
Westminster 


Junior Colleges 
Lees Junior 
Lees-McRae 
Mitchell 

Peace 

Presbyterian Junior 
Schreiner 


Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary 
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Columbia Theological 
Louisville Theological 


Assembly’s Training School 


that hundreds of Freshmen in our Presbyterian church colleges are start- 
ing out on careers that can lead to worth-while service to God and man? 


that with these young people rests the future of our world? 
that Presbyterian college students need you? 
that Presbyterian colleges need your help? 


Presidents 
David L. Stitt, D. D. 
J. McDowell Richards, D. D. 
Frank H. Caldwell, D. D. 
Benjamin R. Lacy, Jr., D. D. 
Henry Wade DuBose, D. D. 


Presidents 
Wallace M. Alston 
Paul McCain 
W. B. Guerrant 
G. T. Gillespie 
Walter A. Groves 
J. R. Cunningham 
R. B. Purdum 
Marshall Woodson 
Edgar G. Gammon 
R. T. L. Liston 
Frank B. Lewis 
J. R. McGregor 
Marshall W. Brown 
Charlton C. Jernigan 
Peyton N. Rhodes 
Sam Burney Hay 
William W. Hall 


Robert G. Landolt 
Fletcher Nelson 
John Montgomery 
William C. Pressly 
Louis C. LaMotte 
Andrew Edington 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH 


that by caring enough to pray enough to give enough 
you can keep our colleges moving forward academi- 
cally and religiously and enable them so to train our 
youth that you can insure a brighter future? 


PLAN TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW 
BY HELPING TO EDUCATE CHRISTIAN YOUNG PEOPLE 


Locations 
Austin 21, Texas 
Decatur, Georgia 
Louisville 2, Ky. 
Richmond 27, Va. 
Richmond 27, Va. 


Locations 
Decatur, Ga. 
Batesville, Ark. 
Sherman, Texas 
Jackson, Miss. 
Danville, Ky. 
Davidson, N. C. 
Elkins, W. Va. 
Red Springs, N. C. 
Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Bristol, Tenn. 
Staunton, Va. 
Montreat, N. C. 
Clinton, S. C. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. 
Fulton, Mo. 


Jackson, Ky. 
Banner Elk, N. C. 
Statesville, N. C. 
Raleigh, N. C. 
Maxton, N. C. 
Kerrville, Texas 


Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 





OCTOBER 6, 1952 





1] 











-Ameucan folding Chats 


NEW IMPROVED DESIGN 











DURABLE—strong steel frame 
SAFE—can’t tip, pinch, snag 
COMFORTABLE—extra-wide 
and extra-deep seats, backs 
FOLD QUICKLY, quietly, snugly 
SEAT STYLES—formed ply- 
wood, durably lacquered; « 
or vinyl-plastic upholstered 
Write Dept. 143 C 
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY 


354 Nelson St., S. W. 2930 Canton St. 
Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas 











Hotels 
Service Clubs 
& All Institutions 


WRITE FOR 
CATALOG 


Societies 


Manufactured by -— - . 


THE “Wonroe. COMPANY 
80 CHURCH STREET COLFAX, IOWA _ 














PEWS, PULPIT CHANCEL 
---~— Funnilare 


* + EARLY DELIVERY - - 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
~ JP REDINGTON &CO. 











No. 10 in a series on improving congregational singing 


When and Where Did Gospel 
Songs Originate? 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


HE PRACTICE of singing the 
300d News of Christ is as old as 
Christianity itself. Within the 
lifetime of Paul the early Christians pro- 
bably sang a hymn concerning the gos- 
pel which included, ‘‘Awake, O Sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 
give you light” (Eph. 5:14). Stephen, 
the Sabaite, tells in the seventh century 
of the compassion of Christ in a hymn 
from which Dr. Neale drew the text, 
“Art thou weary, heavyladen?”’ 

Thousands were led to Christ during 
the 1700s by the marvelous singing of 
the Wesleyan revival. Watts’ eigh- 
teenth century hymn, ‘‘When I survey 
the wondrous cross,’’ considered by 
many to be the greatest English hymn, 
contains the fullness of the gospel. 
Such facts lead me, at the outset of these 
brief articles dealing especially with the 
gospel song, to say that the expression 
of the Christian gospel in song is not 
the special prerogative of the class of 
songs known as “gospel songs.’”’ I know 
of no one who would contend in so many 
words for this position yet I know of 
many who by implication and practice 
fee] that gospel songs are about the sole 
vehicle available for expressing the gos- 
pel call. 

The gospel song as a type of hymnody 
is mainly an American phenomenon of 
the latter 19th and early 20th centuries. 
It had its roots in the early song books 
of the YMCA movement which began in 
the 1840s in England and the 1850s in 





ACCORDIONS 
FAMOUS ITALIAN MAKES 


Available to Students, Teachers, Christian 
Workers and Missionaries at 
SPECIAL DISCOUNTS 

Write Today for FREE Literature 
Accordion Manufacturers & Wholesalers Outlet 
Dept.PO, 2003 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 
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PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 


Bible-centered stories that have real value in the Christian 

training of the young. Each book presents twelve carefully 

and em 4 written one-page stories. Each story is 

wi a 

Ideal gift for Christmas, birthdays or any occasion. 

Durable schoolbook style binding, printed in four colors, 
* varnished for longer use. Size 514x634. 


A GOOD BIBLE STORY LIBRARY FOR TINY TOTS 
35c each. 


full-page, four-color biblical picture. 


Any Four $1.25. All Eight $2.50 


ORDER FROM YOUR RELIGIOUS SUPPLY DEALER 


Warner Dress 


America. About this same time a long 
series of Sunday school song books was 
written by men like Bradbury (‘‘Sweet 
hour of prayer’ and ‘‘He leadeth me’’), 
Fischer (‘I love to tell the story’’), 
Lowry (‘Shall we gather at the river’’), 
and Bliss (‘‘Let the lower lights be burn- 
ing’). In 1865 William Booth began 
his tent meeting in Whitechapel, leading 
to the later formation of the Salvation 
Army which presently used gospel songs 
in abundance. 

In 1870 Dwight L. Moody, then con- 
nected with the YMCA, met Ira D. San- 
key at the Indianapolis YMCA conven- 
tion and claimed him as his song leader. 
Moody, unable to tell one tune from an- 
other, decided to use the Lowry-Bliss 
type of music because he had observed 
its effect on the masses. After a spec- 
tacular evangelistic campaign in the 
British Isles in the early seventies, 
Moody and Sankey returned to America 
for additional extensive campaigning. 
Their songs, carefully copyrighted, were 
issued from 1876 to 1891 in six volumes 
entitled ‘Gospel Hymns and Sacred 
Songs,” hence the familiar title of ‘‘gos- 
pel hymns.” In the great Moody meet- 
ings in the Brooklyn Rink and the old 
Pennsylvania Railroad depot in Phila- 
delphia, these songs were circulated in 
immense quantities and enthusiasm for 
them spread throughout the country. 

Each evangelist who followed Moody 
felt that he too must have his own song 
book. Since Moody’s hymns were copy- 
righted, the evangelists had to find 
writers and composers to furnish other 
gospel songs. Before long commercial 
houses undertook to publish gospel song 
books. This highly lucrative enterprise 
continues to the present day with the 
annual publication of hundreds of thous- 
ands of gospel song books, the promo- 
tion of gospel song singing by the wide 
circulation of periodical instructional 
literature, and by the use of singing 
conventions and radio quartets. 

Subsequent articles will attempt some 
evaluation of gospel songs. Perhaps it 
is sufficient at the moment to say that 
any discriminating person can see a vast 
difference in spiritual value between an 
earnest congregation singing the better 
gospel songs and a hillbilly radio quar- 
tet interlarding its secular numbers with 
ephemeral pseudo-sacred items. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Demands Sincerity 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 19, 1952 
Printed Lesson: Matthew 6:1-8, 16-18; 22-24. 


The most systematic presentation we 
have of Jesus’ way of life is found in the 
Sermon on the Mount. In the opening 
paragraph Jesus describes the charac- 
teristics and blessings of members of 
the Kingdom, in those familiar words 
that we speak of as the Beatitudes. In 
the second paragraph he describes the 
influence and responsibility of members 
of the Kingdom under two suggestive 
figures, ‘““You are the salt of the earth” 
and “the light of the world.” Jesus 
goes on to describe the moral standards 
of those who wield this influence and 
discharge this responsibility. They in- 
volve absolute honesty, absolute purity, 
absolute unselfishness, and absolute 
love (Matthew 5:17-48). In Mt. 6:1-19 
he turns to the motives which must 
guide them in the observance of the out- 
ward forms in which religion tends to 
express itself. 

The King James Version translates 
the opening verse of the section, ‘““‘Take 
heed that ye do not your alms before 
men to be seen of them.” The RSV 
translates more correctly: ‘‘Beware of 
practicing your piety before men in or- 
der to be seen by them; for then you 
will have no reward from your Father 
who is in heaven.” This is the theme 
of the section, for piety is a general 
term which includes alms, prayer and 
fasting—the three specific practices 
which are discussed in the verses which 
follow. 

In the preceding section (5:17-48) 
Jesus has described the searching char- 
acter of the righteousness of the King- 
dom, its inwardness; he points out now 
that its outward expression, its obser- 
vance, must be sincere, else it has no 
value in the sight of God. If we do our 
righteousness, exercise our piety, per- 
form our religious acts, to be seen of 
men, we have our reward—from men, 
but not from God. 

To make his meaning more clear, 
Jesus applies the principle which he has 
just enunciated to three common religi- 
ous practices of his own day—alms- 
giving, prayer and fasting. He chooses 
these three because they were at the 
time the marks of a religious man ;also, 
it may be, because they cover in a way 
the whole field insofar as the outward 
expression of a man’s religion is con- 
cerned. Our religion moves in three di- 
rections—inward, outward and upward; 
it includes duties toward one’s self, to- 
ward one’s neighbors, and toward God. 
In the first case it is some form of self- 
discipline, and in Jesus’ day fasting was 
its best example; in the second case it 
becomes benevolence, and almsgiving 
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was then its characteristic embodiment; 
in the last case it is devotion, and prayer 
was then and is still the typical form. 
In whatever form our religious life ex- 
presses itself, says Jesus, its motivation 
must be genuinely religious, if it is to 
have any spiritual value. 
I. As to Our Benevolence 

Jesus takes the giving of alms as his 
first example. Here is a man who 
wishes to bestow his charity upon a 
beggar in the street. He unslings a 
trumpet which he carries for such oc- 
casions, blows lustily upon it until a 
crowd has collected, then deposits his 
coin in the beggar’s cap and moves on 
his way. The illustration is a humorous 
one, and is intended to bring a smile 
(as is the case with so many of Jesus’ 
words), but it carries the point. 

No work of righteousness was more 
largely inculcated in the Scriptures than 
almsgiving (cf. Leviticus 19:9-10; Deu- 
teronomy 15:7-11; Psalm 41:1; Pro- 
verbs 21:13). And it is a duty which 
Jesus himself emphasizes (cf. Mt. 25: 
31-46). But if we give our alms for the 
sake ot the publicity that it brings, the 
only reward that we get is the reward 
of publicity. 

“When you give alms,’’ Jesus said, 
“do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing.” Plainly 
these words cannot be taken literally, 
nor can they be taken to mean that we 
must always give secretly, for Jesus had 
said only a little earlier: ‘‘Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see 
your good words and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” (5:16). What 
Jesus says in effect is this: To have any 
real value we must give our alms to re- 
lieve human need, or to promote God’s 
glory, not merely or chiefly to save our 
own reputation, or to enhance it. If 
we give for these latter motives we have 
our reward, from men, but not from 
God. 

According to the New Republic, when 
Bing Crosby and Bob Hope held their 
recent ‘“‘telethon”’ to raise money for the 
American Olympic team, about one-third 
of those who sent telegrams pledging 
contributions threatened to withold their 
gifts unless their names were mentioned 
on the air. They were blowing their 
trumpets with a vengeance. And then 
half of those who pledged never gave. 

Why do men give? To escape criti- 
cism; to gain a reputation for liberality, 
to avoid the stigma of stingness, to keep 
from paying a heavy income tax, to 
cover dishonest or unjust means of get- 
ting their wealth, to help their fellow- 
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men, or to advance the Kingdom of God? 
Motives, no doubt, are generally mixed 
and all of us have given at times only 
because we were ashamed to do other- 
wise. Jesus does not say that we do 
wrong when we give for motives that are 
less than the best. He only says that 
we receive the reward that such giving 
merits. In God’s sight, the value of all 
our giving depends upon the sincerity 
of our motive in offering the gift. And 
the poor widow who gives sacrifically 
gives more than the well-to-do man who 
gives what he will never miss. 


Il. As to Our Piety 


Jesus illustrates the principle in the 
second place from the practice of 
prayer. It appears that there were men 
in his day who wished to gain the repu- 
tation for sanctity. They took pains to 
let men generally know that they 
prayed. Men are not accustomed today 
to pray on the street corners, but there 
are other ways of accomplishing the 
same end. A speaker at the Harvard 
Law School recently advised the grad- 
uates of that school to attend church 
regularly when they entered upon their 
practice. ‘‘You will meet the best peo- 
ple in the community,” he said, ‘“‘and it 
will bring you business.’’ He was quite 
right; a man who goes to church, who 
observes religious forms and ceremonies, 
in order to make the right human con- 
tacts, has his reward, but it comes from 
men and not from God. So a candidate 
for public office who attends church for 
the purpose of winning the church vote 
may win the favor of the electorate 
without winning the favor of God. 

“When you pray,” said Jesus, ‘‘you 
must be like the hypocrites; for they 
love to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and at the street corners, that they may 
be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, 
they have their reward. But when you 
pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you.” 

What did Jesus mean by this admoni- 
tion? Did he mean that we were never 
to pray in public? We know that this 
was not his meaning, for he himself 
prayed on the mountain top and in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. He prayed when 
he healed the blind man, when he raised 
Lazarus from the dead, and when he 
was hanging on the cross; he went ha- 
bitually into the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath day and joined in the prayers of the 
worshippers. What then did he mean 
when he said, ‘‘When you pray go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret’’? . 

He meant, first of all, as the context 
shows, that we are not to pray to be 
seen or heard of men. The prayers that 
we offer in public may be very eloquent, 
but if they be not sincerely offered to 
God they have no spiritual value. We 
may bow our heads very reverently in 
Sunday school, prayer meeting or 
church, but if we do not join the prayer, 
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it has no value in the sight of God, and 
no beneficial effects for our own spir- 
itual life. Jesus meant, more positively, 
that we must try to enter into real com- 
munion or fellowship with God, and that 
our prayers must be truly offered to him. 

To achieve this inner communion with 
God, Jesus advises us to enter into our 
rooms and there pray to our Father who 
sees in secret. It is not necessary, as we 
have seen, to withdraw on every occas- 
ion to our own room. We should pray, 
as Jesus did, at all times and on all oc- 
casions, call on God in every time of 
need, breathe a hurried petition to him 
before we begin any new or important 
undertaking, ask for his blessing in the 
daily routine of our lives. And yet, all 
of us need a place where we can retire 
from the world and be alone with God. 
We also need a special time. We do well 
to begin the day and to end it with 
prayer in some quiet spot in our own 
home, where we can shut ourselves off 
from the world and realize the presence 
of God. 

To pray more effectively, most of us 
close our eyes and reverently bow our 
heads. God does not demand some par- 
ticular posture, any more than he insists 
on some particular site. We can pray 
with our eyes wide open as we walk 
down a crowded street. But to close 
our eyes helps us to forget the world 
with all of its distractions. To assume 
a reverent posture helps us to realize 
that we are in the presence of the Al- 
mighty. 

Jesus offers another suggestion: 
‘‘When ye pray, use not vain repetitions, 
aus the heathen do; for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much 
speaking” (KJV). Does Jesus mean we 
are not to repeat our petitions? We 
know that he did not mean this, for he 
tells us repeatedly that we are to be 
persistent in our prayers (cf. Luke 11: 
5-13. He means exactly what he says, 
that we are not to use vain repetitions. 
Or, as it is translated in the RSV, “In 
praying do not heap up empty phrases 
as the Gentiles do, for they think they 
will be heard for their many words.” As 
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Sherman E. Johnson puts it, ‘Jesus 
condemns the theory that if fifteen 
minutes of prayer is good, a half-hour 
is twice as good.’’ Roman Catholics 
think that there is value in counting 
their beads so many times and in re- 
peating so many Ave Marias. Protest- 
ants, too, sometimes use meaningless 
words and repeat meaningless phrases. 
Grace before meat is a beautiful custom 
and should be continued, but it tends to 
become an empty form. The phrase, 
“for Christ’s sake” is added at the end 
of our prayers, and often without mean- 
ing to God or to ourselves. We repeat 
habitual phrases and customary peti- 
tions like a parrot, and we think we are 
really praying. Often as Friar Lawrence 
phrases it, we are only “fooling our- 
selves with trivial devotions.”’ 

In this connection, Jesus reminds us 
that God knows what we have need of 
before we ask. Some people ask, Why, 
then, should we pray? Anyone who 
thinks that we pray to inform God ot 
our needs has not learned the first les- 
son about prayer. God knows that we 
have need of food, but he expects us to 
work to obtain it, for such effort is es- 
sential to man’s highest development. 
God knows that we need knowledge, but 
he expects us to study to secure it, for 
mental exertion is necessary for our 
highest development. God knows that 
have need of spiritual good which we 
cannot obtain by the labor of our hands 
or by the effort of our minds, but he 
expects us to pray that we may receive 
it, for fellowship with God and conscious 
dependence upon-him are necessary for 
our highest development. We do nvi 
pray to God either to inform or persuade 
him, but to fill a necessary condition for 
prayer’s answer. “We are not moving 
God toward us; we are raising ourselves 
to him. Or, as Augustine said long ago, 
“Prayer cleans and purifies the heart 
and makes it more capable of receiving 
the divine gifts. God is always ready to 
give us his light, but we are not always 
ready to receive it. By prayer we open 
channels through which blessings are 
always ready to flow.” 


Ill. As to Our Self-Discipline 


Jesus illustrates his principle in the 
third place from the practice of fasting. 
As David Smith points out: ‘Fasting was 
not a stated ordinance of the Jewish re 
ligion. Public fasts were appointed 
any public calamity—war, 
pestilence, drought, famine and the like 
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—called for humiliation before God; and 
devout folk fasted privately as they felt 
the need of spiritual discipline. This, 
however, was insufficient for the ex- 
tremer sort of Pharisees. They fasted 
regularly twice a week.”” And in some 
cases at least, their real motive was to 
gain the approbation of men. ‘They 
make their faces unsightly,’ says our 
Lord, with a humorous word play which 
our English version misses, ‘‘that they 
may be a sight to men in their fasting.” 

Is there any value in fasting—during 
the Lenten season, for example, or in 
self-discipline of any sort? Jesus says 
it all depends on the motive. If we fast 
for spiritual reasons, well and good; if 
we fast so that men may honor us or 
regard us as pious, it has no value in 
God’s sight. Our reward in this case 
comes solely from below. 

If we observe any religious practice 
for worldly motives, says Jesus, we are 
hypocrites. The word ‘‘hypocrite’’ has 
come to have a very ugly connotation 
in our day which it did not necessarily 
have in Jesus’ day. The word comes 
from two Greek words which meant 
originally, ‘‘under a mask’’; in other 
words, an actor in a play. The hypo- 
crite is one who plays a part. There are 
some men and women who consciously 
play a part in order to deceive. But 
there are others who unconsciously play 
a part; they are often the best actors of 
all, for they deceive even themselves. 
They think they are religious, but they 
are merely playing at religion. Their 
religion is a show, a form, it may even 
be a farce. It is not prompted by, nor 
does it promote genuine fellowship with 
God. 

This is a danger against which we 
must always be on our guard. For, as 
Jesus says a bit later, the eye is the lamp 
of the body. If it is sound (RSV), if it 
focuses properly, then our whole body is 
full of light, i. e., we have clear and ac- 
curate vision. If it is unsound, diseased, 
blinded, improperly focused, if it sees 
doubly (two objects, two goals, where 
there should be one), then we walk 
more or less uncertainly, we are walk- 
ing in the darkness, and become morally 
confused. 

‘“‘No man can serve two masters.”’ We 
must therefore choose. It is either God 
or mammon, either Christ or the world. 
If our loyalties are divided, if we fail 
to “seek first his kingdom and his right- 
eousness” (6:33) our religion tends to 
become meaningless, without spiritual 
value, a means of self-deception, a road 
to moral confusion. It is against this 
danger that Jesus seeks to warn us. 


Lesson commentary based on “Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons: The Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teach- 
ing,” copyrighted, 1952, by the Division of 
Christian Education, National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 
Seripture quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version. 
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By Clarence E. Macartney. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville and New 
York. 175 pages. $2.50. 

This is a series of fifteen, well-illus- 
trated sermons on doctrinal themes by 
an able minister and well-known author 
as they were prepared for and delivered 
to his own congregation. Included are 
such titles as ‘“‘The Fall of Man,” “The 
Virgin Birth,’ ‘“‘The Miracles of Jesus,” 
“Satan,” “The Church of The Living 
God,” ‘“‘The Second Coming of Christ,’’ 
and “The Last Judgment.” 

C. E. MOUNT. 
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AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF PRAYER. 
By Albert E. Day. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 223 pp., $2.50. 

Lifting prayer out of the prevalent 
misconceptions in which its true mean- 
ing is lost for the majority of people, 
the author presents prayer as the thrust 
of the human consciousness toward God 
in an effort to become aware of him, 
and to enter into a living, daily fellow- 
ship with him. The man who finds 
prayer’s deepest meaning learns that it 
is a way of discovering what God wants, 
of fitting oneself into his pattern, and 
of becoming fit to help in the fulfill- 
ment of his purposes. 

We become like those with whom we 
associate. Therefore, association with 
God in vital consciousness will lead to 
a change in personal life, to greater 
efficiency in daily living, and to the ful- 
fillment of life’s end. This end is set 
forth as finding oneself in God, loving 
God, and being loved by him. 

Holding that God is always near and 
waiting, the author feels that many of 
us are not aware of his presence be- 
cause we do not consciously seek him. 
High prayer is an art and like every 
art, demands its price. Discipline pre- 
cedes awareness. Through devotion to 
God, annihilation of self, understand- 
ing of self, concentration, awareness of 
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sin, and faith in God, the center of life 
changes from self to God, and we come 
to realize that prayer is not a demand 
on our part on God, but a dedication 
on our part to God. God enters life 
with transforming reality. One will be 
made exceedingly conscious of his own 
short-comings as he reads this book, 
yet he will read it with gratitude to its 
author. 
E. D. WITHERSPOON. 
Wilmington, N. C. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Baldwin F. Ogletree, Jr., Abbeville, 
S. C., will become pastor of the Hender- 
son church, 111 Carroll St., Albany, Ga., 
Oct. 15. 

James R. Crook, who has served as an 
Army chaplain, was to become pastor 
of the Mulberry church, Charlotte, N. 
C., Oct. 1. 

Henry C. Niles, formerly of Monte- 
vallo, Ala., is now director of chapel 
and assistant professor of Bible and re- 
ligion, Westminster College, Fulton, 
Mo. 

Drury L. Jones from Hillsboro, W. 
Va., to Philippi, W. Va. 

Ernest G. Crawford from Owenville, 
Mo., to Princeton Seminary, N. J. 

W. Ben Lane, assistant pastor, First 
church, Lexington, Ky., was to become 
associate pastor of the Calvin church, 
Detroit, Mich., Oct. 1. 

D. Yandell Page, Danville, Ky., will 
begin his new work as minister to stu- 
dents at the University of Kentucky, 
Lexington, early in October. This work 
is for both the U. S. and USA churches. 








CHAPLAINCY HEAD 

John K. Bourneman, Philadelphia, 
executive secretary of the Presbyterian, 
USA, committee on chaplains and serv- 
ice personnel, will head the joint office 
on the chaplaincy to be established by 
and for the U. S., USA and United Pres- 
byterian committees (OUTLOOK, Oct. 
29). Stanton W. Salisbury, who is to 
retire shortly as chief of Navy chap- 
lains, has been recommended to head 
the recruiting of chaplains for the joint 
committee. 


MARRIED 

Leonard Cooper Blanton, Gainesville, 
Fla., and Ruth Winifrid Simpson, also 
of Gainesville, were married Aug. 17. 

Stratton Lee, who has been DRE in 
the First church, Columbus, Ga., and 
Robert P. Peacock, now a student at 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C., 
were married recently. Mrs. Peacock 
will teach at Thornwell Orphanage. 


INAUGURATION 

James W. Laurie will be inaugurated 
as president of Trinity University, San 
Antonio, Texas, October 8, with Henry 
R. Luce, of New York, as the principal 
speaker. 


DREs 

Louise J. Johnson from West Ave. 
church, Charlotte, N. C., to the Small- 
wood church, 101 S. Gardner St., Char- 
lotte. 


E. C. Barnard, in charge of book- 
keeping for the Board of Annuities and 
Relief, Louisville, for the past fifteen 
years, retired late in September. 
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